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fully important lesson for all of us, is taught
pointedly by the Alhambra. As students of the
Moorish civilisation in Spain, we must go back a
little and visit the mosque of Cordova. The
Christians have now built a cathedral in it, but
that does not concern our purpose for the mo-
ment. The great mosque is still to be seen and can
still be studied by whoever wills. And what do we
find in it?

In the first place, it is of vast extent; built, as
it were, to hold a nation of worshipers; and sec-
ondly, to speak of nothing else, we are on enter'
ing it at once struck by the solidity of the struc-
ture and by the multitude of pillars which sup-
port the enormous roof. The builders seem to rise
from their graves and say to us, "See, we intended
this House of God to endure, and so we founded
it deep in the earth, and constructed it of the best
materials. We were never weary in His service,
and so where one column might have sufficed, we
placed ten or a dosen, lavish of our toil, joyful in
a sacred labor which was praise."

And mark it well, these pillars supporting the
mosque at Cordova are not the delicate ones we
saw in the Alhambra, overloaded with profusion
or ornament. No! These are sturdy columns on
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